
FEMA Base Flood Elevation 

The level that floodwaters are predicted to rise to during a 100-year (1% annual chance) storm.  The 

water level is determined using existing land use conditions.  The FEMA Base Flood Elevation is primarily 

used to determine flood insurance rates.  In general terms, the higher the lowest floor is above the 

FEMA Base Flood Elevation, the lower the flood insurance rates. 


